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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A method for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first participant to the 
5 multiparty communication connection for a sidebar between 

the first participant and a second participant to the 
multiparty communication connection; and 

providing the sidebar by at least substantially 
eliminating voice streams generated by the first 
10 participant and the second participant from conference 

output streams generated for a set of remaining 
participants to the multiparty communication connection. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
15 providing the sidebar by eliminating the voice stream 

generated by the first participant and the voice stream 
generated by the second participant from conference 
output streams generated for the set of remaining 
participants . 

20 

3. The method of Claim 2, further comprising: 
requesting permission from the second participant 

for the sidebar; and 

in response to at least approval by the second 
25 participant, providing the sidebar by at least 

substantially eliminating the voice stream generated by 
the first participant and the voice stream generated by 
the second participant from conference output streams 
generated for the set of remaining participants. 

30 
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4 . The method of Claim 1, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise monaural streams, further 
comprising providing the sidebar by attenuating voice 
streams generated by the set of remaining participants in 
5 conference output streams generated for the first and 

second participants. 

5. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
providing the sidebar by substantially eliminating voice 

10 streams generated by the set of remaining participants 

from conference output streams generated for the first 
and second participants. 

6. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
15 eliminating voice streams generated by the set of 

remaining participants from conference output streams 
generated for the first and second participants. 

7. The method of Claim 1, wherein the multiparty 
2 0 connection comprises a conference call. 

8. The method of Claim 1, further comprising 
generating conference output streams for each participant 
to the multiparty communication connection at a 

2 5 conference bridge. 

9. The method of Claim 1, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise stereo streams, further 
comprising providing the sidebar by altering the spatial 

3 0 positioning of voice streams generated by the set of 

remaining participants relative to the voice stream of 
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the other participant to the sidebar in conference output 
streams generated for the first and second participants. 

10. The method of Claim 9, further comprising 
providing the sidebar by spatially positioning the voice 
stream generated by the other participant to the sidebar 
forward of voice streams generated by the set of 
remaining participants in the conference output stream 
generated for the first and second participants. 
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11. A system for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 
logic encoded on media; and 

the logic operable to receive a request from a first 
5 participant for a sidebar between the first participant 

and a second participant and to provide the sidebar by at 
least substantially eliminating voice streams generated 
by the first and second participant from conference 
output streams generated for a set of remaining 
10 participants. 



12. The system of Claim 11, the logic further 
operable to provide the sidebar by eliminating the voice 
stream generated by the first participant and the voice 
15 stream generated by the second participant from 

conference output streams generated for the set of 
remaining participants. 



13. The system of Claim 12, the logic further 
2 0 operable to request permission from the second 

participant for the sidebar and in response to at least 
approval by the second participant to provide the sidebar 
by at least substantially eliminating the voice stream 
generated by the first participant and the voice stream 
2 5 generated by the second participant from conference 

output streams generated for the set of remaining 
participants . 
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14. The system of Claim 11, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise monaural streams, the logic 
further operable to provide the sidebar by attenuating 
voice streams generated by the set of remaining 

5 participants in conference output streams generated for 

the first and second participants. 

15. The system of Claim 11, the logic further 
operable to provide the sidebar by substantially 

10 eliminating voice streams generated by the set of 

remaining participants from conference output streams 
generated for the first and second participants. 

16. The system of Claim 11, the logic further 
15 operable to eliminate voice streams generated by the set 

of remaining participants from conference output streams 
generated for the first and second participants. 

17. The system of Claim 11, wherein the multiparty 
20 connection comprises a conference call. 

18. The system of Claim 11, further comprising a 
conference bridge including the logic encoded on media. 



25 19. The system of Claim 11, wherein the conference 

output streams comprise stereo streams, the logic further 
operable to provide the sidebar by altering the spatial 
positioning of voice streams generated by the set of 
remaining participants relative to the voice stream of 

3 0 the other participant to the sidebar in conference output 

streams generated for the first and second participants. 
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20. The system of Claim 19, the logic further 
operable to provide the sidebar by spatially positioning 
the voice stream generated by the other participant to 
the sidebar forward of voice streams generated by the set 
of remaining participants in the conference output stream 
generated for the first and second participants. 
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21. A system for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 

means for receiving a request from a first 
participant to the multiparty communication connection 
for a sidebar between the first participant and a second 
participant to the multiparty communication connection; 
and 

means for providing the sidebar by at least 
substantially eliminating voice streams generated by the 
first participant and the second participant from 
conference output streams generated for a set of 
remaining participants to the multiparty communication 
connection . 

22. The system of Claim 21, further comprising 
means for providing the sidebar by eliminating the voice 
stream generated by the first participant and the voice 
stream generated by the second participant from 
conference output streams generated for the set of 
remaining participants. 

23. The system of Claim 22, further comprising: 
means for requesting permission from the second 

participant for the sidebar; and 

means for response to at least approval by the 
second participant, providing the sidebar by at least 
substantially eliminating the voice stream generated by 
the first participant and the voice stream generated by 
the second participant from conference output streams 
generated for the set of remaining participants. 



DAL01:566773.2 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER 
062891 . 0445 



PATENT APPLICATION 



34 



24. The system of Claim 21, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise monaural streams, further 
comprising means for providing the sidebar by attenuating 
voice streams generated by the set of remaining 

5 participants in conference output streams generated for 

the first and second participants. 

25. The system of Claim 21, further comprising 
means for providing the sidebar by substantially 

10 eliminating voice streams generated by the set of 

remaining participants from conference output streams 
generated for the first and second participants. 

26. The system of Claim 21, further comprising 
15 means for eliminating voice streams generated by the set 

of remaining participants from conference output streams 
generated for the first and second participants. 

27. The system of Claim 21, wherein the multiparty 
20 connection comprises a conference call. 

28. The system of Claim 21, wherein the system 
comprises a conference bridge. 



25 29. The system of Claim 21, wherein the conference 

output streams comprise stereo streams, further 
comprising means for providing the sidebar by altering 
the spatial positioning of voice streams generated by the 
set of remaining participants relative to the voice 

3 0 stream of the other participant to the sidebar in 

conference output streams generated for the first and 
second participants. 
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30. The system of Claim 29, further comprising 
means for providing the sidebar by spatially positioning 
the voice stream generated by the other participant to 
the sidebar forward of voice streams generated by the set 
of remaining participants in the conference output stream 
generated for the first and second participants. 
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31. A method for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 

receiving an audio stream from each of a plurality 
of participants to a multiparty communication connection; 

cross-connecting the audio stream of each 
participant to a conference output stream generator for 
each of the remaining participants ; 

at least substantially eliminating at the conference 
stream output generator of a participant audio streams of 
other participants engaged in a sidebar from which the 
participant is excluded; and 

combining a set of resulting audio streams to 
generate a conference output stream for the participant. 
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32. A conference bridge, comprising: 

an input buffer for each of a plurality of 
participants to a multiparty conference, the input buffer 
operable to receive and buffer audio streams generated by 
the participants; 

a cross-connect operable to cross-connect on audio 
stream from each participant to conference output stream 
generators for remaining participants; 

the conference stream output generator for each 
participant operable to at least substantially eliminate 
audio streams received from the cross-connect for other 
participants engaged in a sidebar from which the 
participant is excluded and to combine a set of resulting 
audio streams to generate a conference output stream for 
the participant ; and 

an output buffer for each participant, the output 
buffer operable to receive and buffer the conference 
output stream for transmission to the participant. 

33. The conference bridge of Claim 32, further 
comprising a converter operable to convert each audio 
stream received from a participant from a native format 
to a common format of the conference bridge. 

34. The conference bridge of Claim 33, the 
converter operable to convert each conference output 
stream for a participant from the common format to the 
native format. 

35. The conference bridge of Claim 32, further 
comprising a normalizer operable to normalize audio 
streams received from the participants. 
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36. A method for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 

receiving an audio stream from each of a plurality 
of participants to a multiparty communication connection; 
5 cross-connecting the audio streams of each 

participant engaged in a sidebar to a conference output 
stream generator for each of the remaining participants 
engaged in the sidebar; 

cross-connecting the audio stream of each 
10 participant not engaged in the sidebar to a conference 

stream output generator for each of the remaining 
participants not engaged in the sidebar; and 

at the conference stream output generator for each 
participant, combining the received audio streams to 
15 generate a conference output stream for the participant. 

37. The method of Claim 36, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise stereo streams, further 
comprising : 

20 cross -connecting the audio stream of each 

participant excluded from the sidebar to a conference 
output stream generator for each of the remaining 
participants; and 

spatially positioning the audio streams of each 

25 participant engaged in the sidebar to a position of 

higher prominence than audio streams of remaining 
participants excluded from the sidebar in the conference 
output streams for participants engaged in the sidebar. 
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38. A system for participant control of privacy 
during a multiparty communication connection, comprising: 

means for receiving an audio stream from each of a 
plurality of participants to a multiparty communication 
connection; 

means for cross-connecting the audio streams of each 
participant engaged in a sidebar to a conference output 
stream generator for each of the remaining participants 
engaged in the sidebar; 

means for cross-connecting the audio stream of each 
participant not engaged in the sidebar to a conference 
stream output generator for each of the remaining 
participants not engaged in the sidebar; and 

means for at the conference stream output generator 
for each participant, combining the received audio 
streams to generate a conference output stream for the 
participant . 

39. The system of Claim 38, wherein the conference 
output streams comprise stereo streams, further 
comprising : 

means for cross -connecting the audio stream of each 
participant excluded from the sidebar to a conference 
output stream generator for each of the remaining 
participants; and 

means for spatially positioning the audio streams of 
each participant engaged in the sidebar to a position of 
higher prominence than audio streams of remaining 
participants excluded from the sidebar in the conference 
output streams for participants engaged in the sidebar. 
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